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Gwich’in Harvest Study Data Release Policy

Gwich’in Renewable Resource Board
 (Approved February 2009)
The Gwich’in Comprehensive Land Claim Agreement (GCLCA) specified:

“A Settlement Area Harvest Study shall be conducted in order to provide necessary information for the Board and government to effectively manage wildlife. The terms of reference for the harvest study are set out in schedule I to this chapter.” (GCLCA, 1992, Article 12.5.6); and

“The data shall be recorded in a manner that ensures harvester confidentiality.  All information collected, whether in its raw form or after being compiled and analyzed, with the exception of identification of harvesters, shall be provided to the Board, the Gwich’in Tribal Council and the participating government agencies on the Working Group in a manner to be set out in the design of the Harvest Study.”  (GCLCA, 1992, Schedule I to Chapter 12); and

“The Board shall establish and maintain a public file for reports, research papers and data received by the Board.  Any material furnished on a confidential basis shall not be made public without the consent of the originator.”  (GCLCA, 1992, Article 12.8.39)

The Gwich’in Renewable Resource Board (GRRB) Harvest Study Data Release Policy outlines the terms and conditions to be applied for requests for Harvest Study data received by the GRRB from outside organizations and individuals. 

The terms and conditions are as follows:
1. Gwich’in Renewable Resource Board (GRRB) is the holder and manager of the Gwich’in Harvest Study database.

2. The Harvest Study final report and summary are available to the public on the GRRB website and by written request.

3. Members of the Harvest Study Working Group [Gwich’in Tribal Council (GTC), government agencies (Canadian Wildlife Service, Department of Fisheries and Oceans and Department of Environment and Natural Resources-GNWT)] and co-management bodies may request specific information by completing the Harvest Study Data Request Form (Appendix A).  However, this information will not be used for law enforcement. 

4. Requests will be submitted and reviewed by the Executive Director or the Chair of the GRRB.  The decision to accept or deny the data/information request will be based on the potential end use of the data, the context of the request, and the confidentiality requirements of the GHS.

5. Organizations or individuals requesting harvest study data other than the harvest study final report must complete the GRRB Harvest Study Data Request Form and adhere to the Data Release and Usage Agreement (Appendix B). All members of the public may request harvest study information but data will not be provided for requests that conflict with the confidentiality requirement of the Study.

6. To maintain confidentiality, harvest study data will be provided at the discretion of the Executive Director.  No organization or person (outside the GRRB) will have access to personal records of hunter codes and harvester names.

7. Individual harvesters can request access to their own records. Their RRC or GTC will forward their request to the GRRB using the Data Request Form.  Individual harvesters can authorize the release of their own information to third parties by completing the Third Party Data Release Agreement (Appendix C).  The third party will make the request for harvest study information to the GRRB and attach the signed Third Party Data Release Agreement.  

8. The GRRB will reply to data requests for harvest study information within 30 days of receipt of the request, or as staff capacity allows.  
9. Specific data available includes, but is not limited to, total number of species harvested, age and sex of large mammals harvested and harvests by community.  Data formats may be provided in Microsoft Excel or Access 2003 spreadsheets, tables or maps, electronically, in print or on CD-ROM.

10. Location information of harvested species will be made available at the discretion of the Executive Director.  This data may be provided electronically or in print and may not contain specific GIS files.  The information will be released in such a manner that individual harvesters cannot be identified by location.
11. The GRRB will maintain a tracking database of data requests for harvest study information. This database will include the name of the organization/individual requesting the data, type of information, purpose for use of the information, name of saved query, dates request was received and responded to, verification of approval, location information (map codes and titles), expected termination date of agreement and a comments section. 
This policy will be reviewed periodically by the Board.
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